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A Vision for the World, a Heart for Individuals

"God is trustworthy and what he gives is a blessing, even if we have to squint to see it."
I read this somewhere and it struck me deeply, because the last two years have felt like that; squinting
to see the blessing in all the troubles the world has endured...continues to endure. The author is
reflecting on the Virgin Mary's strange way of prayer--and of life--when she is visited by an angel with
news that she would be with child. She is troubled, as she should be, but also leans forward in faith,
choosing to trust God: "I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word." The
author calls it a "prayer of indifference"; a prayer of abandonment that leads to joy, chooses joy because
that's what God ultimately invites us into. But joy is risky, and it takes courage to be joyful in a fallen
world.
As we start a new year, we desire to see God in all things even if we have to squint to see him. We
invite you to take the journey with us; to be troubled with us, and yet leaning forward like Mary,
abandoning ourselves to God. We invite you to take the seeker's posture with us this year, insisting by
faith: "we wish to see Jesus" (John 12:21)...even if we have to squint to see him...and we will see him,
because those who seek him find him...and those who find him, find inexplicable joy.
We invite your friendship, encouragement, presence, and financial support as we partner in the
advance of the Gospel. May God bless our partnership and cause his Gospel to grow and bear fruit
everywhere we go, and for our lives to be pleasing to him in every respect this year!
Happy New Year!
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