
5 THINGS WE WISH WE HAD KNOWN 
ABOUT MANAGING TRANSITIONS 
FROM COLLEGE TO WORKPLACE



A laundry list
Reflection points

Prayer items

(Excerpt from: 30x30: 30 Things we wish we had known by 30) 



What are the indicators that a career has yet to take shape? 

Does the Bible provide any clues on when careers typically take shape?

[Num 4:3,30 CSB] 
"men from thirty years old to fifty years old  --  everyone who is qualified to do work at the 
tent of meeting.  ... "Register men from thirty years old to fifty years old, everyone who is 

qualified to do the work of the tent of meeting. 

What are some Bible examples of careers that only took shape at 30?

Jesus, Joseph, David, Ezekiel, John the Baptist, Saul

1. WE WISH WE HAD KNOWN THAT OUR 
CAREERS WERE YET TO TAKE SHAPE 



2. WE WISH WE HAD KNOWN WHEN 
AND HOW TO SELECT A CAREER 

3 things the LORD requires of us in our jobs

Skills
Prov 22:29

Passion
Col 3:23               

Value 
2Thes 3:10-11

Ideal 
Career



What are indicators of 
inspiration or of being 

energized? 

Passion

1/ Willing to pay?

2/ Integral part of 
their success?

3/ High/low supply?

Value

1/ Intelligence Type?
2/ Personality?

3/ Learning style?
4/ Unique 

gits/talents?

Skill

2. WE WISH WE HAD KNOWN WHEN 
AND HOW TO SELECT A CAREER 



2. WE WISH WE HAD KNOWN WHEN 
AND HOW TO SELECT A CAREER 

What if I discover I’m in the wrong career, how do I transition?

Earnest prayer for clarity of direction and commitment

Elisha – Full time internship
David – Go part time (king’s courtier and shepherd)

Timothy – Get mentored
Peter – Take a 3-year fishing course

Etc.



Proverbs 22:29

How does this success manifest?

Materials Rewards
Achievement

Influence, power
Leading in Expertise, ‘guru’

Opportunity to create
Strong work community

Autonomy
Positive Impact, Service
Challenge, Excitement

Security
Recognition, status, popularity, fame

Why do we need to understand that there are multiple ways of 
evaluating careers?

3. WE WISH 
WE HAD 
KNOWN 

THAT ALL 
CAREERS 
CAN LEAD 

TO 
SUCCESS 



3. WE WISH WE HAD KNOWN THAT ALL 
CAREERS CAN LEAD TO SUCCESS 

Let us listing any of the careers that we are aware of in the bible. 
Who had what career?

For the people listed above, using the framework for different forms of success (material 
reward, achievement, influence etc.) what forms of success did they experience?

But more than anything else, put God's work first and do what he wants. Then the other 
things will be yours as well. [Mat 6:33, CEV]



5. WE WISH WE HAD KNOWN HOW TO 
GIVE FROM OUR CAREERS

To whom should we give?

1. God - Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house (Mal 3:10)

2. The poor - The righteous considers the cause of the poor, But the wicked does not 
understand such knowledge. (Prov 29:7)

3. Our families - But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of 
his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. (1 Tim 5:8)

4. Those who ask us - Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the one who would 
borrow from you. (Mat 5:42)



God – Tithe & First fruits
Our families

The needy
Those that ask

Money Attention/FocusTime

5. WE WISH WE HAD KNOWN HOW TO 
GIVE FROM OUR CAREERS

What should we give?

God – Sabbath, Sabbaticals
Our families

The needy + those that ask 
(Prophecy, service, teaching, 

encouragement, giving, 
leadership, mercy)

God • Family • Needy• 
Those  who ask

What we count/target



5. WE WISH WE HAD KNOWN HOW TO 
SUCCEED IN OUR CAREERS

What careers are we considering? Let’s list

Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Until I 
come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching. Do not neglect the gift you have, which 

was given you by prophecy when the council of elders laid their hands on you. Practice these things, immerse yourself in 
them, so that all may see your progress. Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing

you will save both yourself and your hearers. (1Tim 4:12-16) 

You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and what you have heard from me in the presence of 
many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ 
Jesus. No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted him. An athlete is not
crowned unless he competes according to the rules. It is the hard-working farmer who ought to have the first share of the 

crops. Think over what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding in everything (2Tim 2:1-7) 

What guidelines for success are given in the list above?



[PSA 20:4 NKJV] 

MAY HE GRANT YOU ACCORDING TO YOUR HEART'S DESIRE 
AND FULFIL ALL YOUR PURPOSE


